statutory control of radioactive material in the USSR.
The remainder of the book is mainly concerned with clinical and pathological aspects of radiationsickness. The chapters contributed by different authors overlap considerably. All would have profited by rather more rigorous treatment of some of the data and ideas presented.
Western readers will find an unfamiliar slant to the pathology of radiation-sickness. Virchow's cellular concept is discounted in favour of a more Pavlovian view which stresses the importance of nervous influences on all pathological processes. Such influences are often subtle and sometimes startling, as in the induction of lobar pneumonia by irradiation of the sympathetic ganglia.
Finally, the highly unorthodox approach of the Russians is strikingly shown by the cursory treatment of certain topics. The effects of radiation on cell-division and inheritance, the oxygen factor and the target theory are all dealt with in a few lines. This new book, written by two venereologists of distinction, will command attention. It is a worthy addition to other competitors in its field. Its relatively cheap price has been achieved at the expense of presentation by condensing the bulk of the illustrations into four segments of unnumbered pages on art paper. The text is dogmatic and succinctly expressed, although rather staccato at times, and requires some concentration from the reader. Having continually to break this to search for the illustrations elsewhere is both irritating and distracting and the excellent pictures, particularly those in colour, lose much of their impact from being concentrated in this way. The book is up to date and for the most part follows conventional lines. However, the widely accepted practice of treating smear-negative female contacts of patients with gonorrhoea in advance of the culture findings is criticized as a violation of the 'fundamental principle' of diagnosis before treatment. And yet flaunting of this principle is openly advocated in the treatment of the male consorts of females suffering from the far less serious condition of trichomoniasis.
That the same principle has been deliberately broken in respect of millions of persons treated as asymptomatic contacts in the World Health Organization-assisted mass campaigns against yaws and the endemic treponematoses is completely ignored in the few pages of text devoted to these disorders, which are the weakest in an otherwise well written book.
R R WILLCOX
Recent Advances in Venereology by Ambrose King TD MB BS FRCS pp vii +496 60s London: J & A Churchill 1964 This is an excellent book. Dedicated aptly to Colonel L W Harrison, 'who established the subject of venereology in Great Britain', it was commenced in 1949 but put into abeyance as the striking post-war reduction in the incidence of venereal diseases occurredwith the consequent lack of interest in the specialty. With the doubling of the figures in the past decade its appearance, the first of the 'Recent Advances' series on the subject, is timely.
The work surveys comprehensively the most important literature of the period. It is objectively and smoothly written, the data selected telling their own story, and the personal views of the author do not intrude. Indeed even for matters on which he has published strong views, e.g. treatment before diagnosis, the reader will search in vain.
All aspects of venereal syphilis, gonorrhoea and the other venereal diseases are covered and there are sections on Reiter's syndrome and trichomoniasis. Otherwise not illustrated, it has four useful diagrams relating to the pattern of syphilitic antibodies. As a work of reference, on the Jarisch-Herxheimer reaction, to cite an example, it will be of particular value.
Two notable omissions are reviews of the public health aspects of venereal disease control in different countries, including case-finding methods and epidemiological treatment, and also of endemic syphilis and other non-venereax treponematoses which are entirely excluded. While the author has adhered strictly to his title, without such coverage the claim on the dust-cover that the international implications of the problem have been fully explored cannot be entirelyjustified. London &c.: Oxford University Press 1964 The fourth edition of this well known book appears ten years after its predecessor, a decade in which the treatment of tuberculosis has been transformed. Several chapters have had to be
